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This	 research	 investigated	 how	 theories	 of	 conviviality,	 transcultural	 cities	 and	 everyday	
encounters	in	public	open	spaces	(POS)	are	interrelated,	and	explored	these	dynamics	through	
fieldwork	 in	 Bahrain.	 Throughout	 its	 history,	 Bahrain	 developed	 a	 fluid	 population	 of	multi-
ethnic	 origin,	 and	 the	 later	 oil	 boom	 has	 led	 to	 a	 population	 increase	 mostly	 among	 non-
Bahraini	 migrant	 residents,	 who	 now	 account	 for	 more	 than	 50%	 of	 the	 population.	 This	
research	used	a	qualitative	methodology,	integrating	observation,	on-site	short	interviews,	in-
depth	go-along	interviews	and	expert	interviews.	The	participants	included	both	Bahraini	and	
migrant	 groups	 from	 different	 origins	 and	 generations.	 The	 intention	 was	 to	 understand	
diverse	 personal	 interpretations	 and	 socio-spatial	 associations	 and	 analyse	 these	 alongside	
different	patterns	of	use	in	POS.	This	research	focused	on	eight	case	study	areas	including	both	
formal	 and	 informal	 POS	 in	 different	 cities.	 The	 findings	 explored	 the	 importance	 of	 POS	 in	




The	research	also	 found	that	different	 transcultural	practices	 in	POS	support	conviviality	and	
meaningful	 encounters.	 However,	 the	 findings	 also	 explored	 that	 conflicts	 arise	 from	 the	
complexity	 of	 cultural	 differences	 in	 transcultural	 cities.	 Parenting	 and	 littering	 appeared	 as		
cultural	 differences	 regarding	 social	 responsibility	 in	 public	 spaces.	 Although	 these	 are	
mundane	conflicts,	ignoring	them	may	have	widespread	implications	both	for	the	value	of	POS	
and	 intercultural	 exchanges	 within	 the	 city.	 The	 research	 engaged	 theory	 with	 practice,	
utilising	 the	 social	 justice	 agenda	 proposed	 by	 Low	 and	 Iveson	 (2016)	 to	 shape	 the	
responsibility	 of	 professional	 practice	 in	maintaining	 the	 responsiveness	 of	 public	 spaces	 in	
urban	contexts	of	cultural	complexity.	This	research	suggests	that	to	support	conviviality	and	
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Figures	 1.4	 Location	 of	 Bahrain	 within	 the	






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Dresch	(2005a)	mentions	 that	 regardless	 of	the	developed	 transnational	 connections	 in	the	































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Square	 ✔	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Public	garden	 	 	 ✔	 	 	 	 ✔	 	
Public	park	 	 	 	 	 ✔	 	 	 ✔	
Pedestrianised	
street	 ✔	 ✔	 	 ✔	 	 ✔	 	 	











Residential	 ✔	 ✔	 ✔	 ✔	 ✔	 ✔	 ✔	 ✔	
Commercial	 ✔	 ✔	 ✔	 	 	 	 	 	
Retail	 	 	 	 	 	 ✔	 	 	
Public	services	
buildings	 ✔	 ✔	 ✔	 ✔	 ✔	  ✔	 ✔	
Relatively	high	level	




	 	 ✔	 	 ✔	 ✔	 ✔	 ✔	
Presence	of	on-site	















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The square does not act as square, it is mainly used by cars, however, the round-
about is fully occupied by migrant workers 
This case study area is located in Manama, in 
the capital governorate, and 78% of the popu-
lation here is non-Bahraini residents. This site 
is a place where the old city meets the new 
one; where the Souq meets the Financial 
Harbour (FH). The souq and the housing area 
still feature vintage building forms (dating 
back to over 90 years). Bab Al-Bahrain is a 
historic and heritage monument that was 
originally built in the 1920s, but has been 
through extensive renovation periodically. The 
site has also a city centre context; it is congest-
ed and surrounded by high-rise buildings and 
towers.  The renovated area together with the 
surrounding neighbourhoods integrates a 
combination of urban fabric between main-
tained and unmaintained souq and residential 
neighbourhoods.
The area in front of the monument is consid-
ered the rst public open public space in Bah-
rain and the Gulf region. The square together 
with the souq includes a number of used open 
spaces, such as the small open spaces in front 
of monument, the souq alleys, the round-
about, street sides, traditional cafés, pedestri-
an streets and a bus stop.
Physically, the space is accessible from dier-
ent parts of Bahrain through roads network 
and it is also visually accessible from the 
surrounding towers. Considering the fact that 
the Bab Al-Bahrain is located not far from the 
seafront, it benets from the soft coastal 
winds. The at topography in this case study is 
hardscape with an evident lack of vegetation 
and water, except in the fountain at the round-
about in front of Bab Al-Bahrain and some 
maintained plants in the roundabout and in 
front of a few buildings. The area also attracts a 
number of bird species especially pigeons.
The management of the souq and Bab Al-Bah-
rain moved back and forward between the 
municipality, the Ministry of Trade and Indus-
try and, currently Authority of Culture is also 
involved.
Case Study Area One: Bab Al-Bahrain Square and Souq in Manama
Location of the case study area The scale of the roundabout in the square The pedestrian avenue through the mall
Car Parking between the FH
and Bab Al-Bahrain Square
A view from the souq to the
one of the harbour towers
A traditional alley in
Bab Al- Bahrain Area





























 Case Study Area Two: Andalus Garden in Manama
This case study area is located in Manama, in 
the capital governorate, and 78% of the 
population here is non-Bahraini residents.
The two gardens in this case study are exam-
ples of early-implemented gardens in 
Bahrain with applications of urban planning 
practice. Salmaniya and Andalus Gardens 
were constructed in 50s and 60s of the previ-
ous century. Although these gardens have 
historical and social values; no publication 
has been found documenting them.
In the early days, these gardens were collo-
quially termed as male and female gardens 
according to the users; mostly men 
frequented Andalus and women went to 
Salmaniya. 
Andalus Garden went through a renovation 
process and reopened in 2007.
The area of this case study has a high-densi-
ty population and is surrounded by high-rise 
buildings: residential and commercial. Most 
of the surrounding multi-storey buildings 
are with no access to private outdoor area.
The Andalus Garden has only one gate in the 
east side, while in the west side it has access 
directly to a pedestrian bridge. This garden 
includes a walkway track, children’s 
playground, shaded sitting areas, lawn, retail 
units, sport eld and services building. 
The Salmaniya Garden includes a fountain; 
lawns, kids’ playground, sitting areas, gaze-
bos, a centre for special needs, football court 
and multipurpose open court. This court is 
mostly used to play cricket, a sport common-
ly played amongst Asian migrants. Salmani-
ya Garden has two entrances; one in the east 
from the parking area, and the other one in 
the west. The garden has also a direct access 
to the bridge.
Thus, the gardens are used as a short cut in 
the area and many residents in the western 
side of the site go to Andalus through 
Salmaniya.
Location of the case study area
The pedestrian bridge links the two gardens
across the road
Salmaniya and Andalus are two nearby






























Case Study Area Three: Pedestrian Quarter; Block-338 in Manama
Block-338 is located in Adlyia, in the city 
of Manama in the capital Governorate, 
where the Non-Bahraini residents are 
78% of the population.
This site has high-density, but with no 
high-rise buildings. 
Block-338 is the rst kind of modern 
pedestrian quarter in Bahrain.
It is an up-market street with cosmopoli-
tan characteristics.
It consists of a series of street restaurants 
and cafes.
The new luxury restaurants are targeted 
by middle and high-income users, while 
the residents in the area are migrant 
workers.
The space is under the management of 
the municipality, but a lot of public 
events are arranged and managed by 
Al-Riwaq Art Space.
The area is also distinguished with the 
outdoor galleries and artistic murals 
created by the public participation orga-
nized by Al-Riwaq Art Space.
 




Block-338 with al 














Location of the case study area
Case Study Area Four: ‘Sahat’ in the Pearling Trail Project in Muharraq
The Pearling Trail is a cultural landscape site that docu-
ments the history of an era when the economy was 
dependent on the pearl. This site has been added to the 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites in 2012. This case study is 
located in a historical neighbourhood in Muharraq. 
Non-Bahraini residents in this area comprise 44% of the 
population here. Many studies elaborate the social, 
urban and architectural aspects of the traditional 
Muharraq. Dayaratne (2012) claims, “If there is an architec-
ture that reected the deep roots of people inhabiting the 
island ‘Bahrain’, it would be the traditional urbanism of 
Muharraq." The city of Muharraq has witnessed a series of 
preservation and restoration of several buildings, not 
only because of their physical and architectural character 
but also for their Bahraini traditional, historical, cultural 
and social values. 
The Pearling Trail Project is in process under the manage-
ment of Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities. As 
part of Bahrain’s tourism initiative, a large part of the site 
is now pedestrianised and features heritage homes, 
which have been transformed into either centres for 
display of local culture or into elegant cafés. The project 
will be provided with a walking path through a series of 
heritage and historical sites and buildings in the area. The 
project will also create 19 micro-POS or ‘sahat’ along the 
path. Two of them have been accomplished during the 
eldwork. The term ‘sahat’ means public open spaces; 
singular ‘saha’. These two pedestriansed sahat were 
designed by private international architectural rm and 
the design concept “revives tight streets of the historic 
neigbourhood of the pearl merchants on the island of 
Muharraq in Bahrain” (Abitare, 2014). This case study area 
will consider the recently pedestrianised streets and two 
micro-public spaces (or sahat). The research will also 
consider the various informal POS in the neighbourhood. 
Within walking distance, the surrounding context of the 
selected site includes a new cultural centre with heritage 
homes, cafés, and a traditional souq; ‘Qaisareia Souq’, in 
addition to residential areas.  
 
During restoration










Location of the case study area
Case Study Area Five: Arad Bay Park in Muharraq
Arad Bay Protected Park is located in Muharraq. 
Non-Bahraini residents in this area comprise 
44% of the population here. 
This area is a natural preserved bay, which the 
government transformed into a park that was 
opened formally in 2010. The area is a habitat for 
migrant birds, shrimps and rare marine life.  The 
visitors can also see the ocks of amingos, 
which make the island their winter home.
The implementation and management of this 
area is under the Supreme Council for Environ-
ment.
Immediately, the park is surrounded by residen-
tial areas and social housing, hotel, airport and 
public services buildings, this is in addition to 
the water (the bay itself ). The area has low densi-
ty and no high-rise buildings. The park is also 
visually accessible from above as it is adjacent to 
the airport. 
The area is linked to the surrounding areas by 
two elevated pedestrian bridges crossing two 
highways. 
The site is also considered a distant destination 
for users from dierent parts of Bahrain.
The area consists of restaurants, cafés, a water 
fountain, playground, picnic areas, mosque, 
toilets, shaded and un-shaded benches, parking 
areas and the longest walking track in Bahrain 
(three-kilometre along the parameter of the 
bay).
 
One of the elevated pedestrian bridges linking
the park to the neighbourhood
Examples of 









The walkway track The wooden walkin bridge over the bay
The park siteplan
Case Study Area Six: Amwaj-lagoon in Muharraq 
Location of the case study area
 
This area is located in Amwaj; articial islands 
in the northern coast of Muharraq. Amwaj 
was established in 2001.
Amwaj is a gated community in which the 
right of entry for visitors is controlled by 
security personnel positioned at the 
entrance.
Auent migrant residents are the majority 
on these islands.
Amwaj-lagoon is a private development 
project and managed by a private company, 
but publicly accessible. 
The Lagoon is a focal point for Amwaj.
Amwaj-lagoon is a one-kilometre long 
water's edge commercial destination that 
was built along the lines of London’s Covent 
Garden.
The lagoon space is structured as an outdoor 
pedestrian pathway- in a trac- free zone- 
encircling an elongated, curving lagoon and 
interspersed with restaurants and cafes that 







the island of 
Muharraqal
Amwaj Artiﬁcial Island: a 
gated community
Sitting areas The Lagoon





Case Study Area Seven: Khalifa Al-Kubra Garden in Ria
This area is located in the centre of Ria city 
in the southern district. The non-Bahraini 
residents in this district are 44% of the 
population. Ria is considered a low-densi-
ty city compared to Manama. The garden, 
which was opened in 2012, is under the 
management of the municipality and 
designed by a private oce. 
The site is located in a residential zone and 
the area also includes commercial build-
ings and public services with no high-rise 
buildings (maximum four storeys). All the 
surrounding buildings and roads are 
relatively new. 
Khalifa Garden is the main formal public 
open space in this area. The surrounding 
area also includes a series of restaurants 
and cafes with outdoor dining overlooking 
the roads. There are also informal uses of 
outdoor areas in the neighbourhood. The 
garden and al fresco café add permeable 
character to the area.
The garden has visual accessibility from 
both the attached houses and the perme-
able fence. The garden has also number of 
gates. 
The functions in the garden include 
football, volleyball and basketball courts, 
an outdoor tness area, walking tracks with 
distances marked, an interactive fountain, 
playgrounds for under and above six years 
with a rubber ground nishing material, 
sitting areas, picnic areas, administration, 
toilets and two parking areas. The garden is 
an example of no smoking area beyond the 
entrance gates. 
The design has utilized the topography 
with respect to the cool north wind. For 
example, the ridges are kept exposed and 
open which receive the highest ow of 
breeze. The garden also provides an educa-
tional facility through the labelled plant 
materials. Opening a well-designed and 
maintained garden in this context is some-
thing unique and also attracts other users.
Location of the case study area
Relatively well-designed and large garden, about the size 
of a national park, located amidst houses 
Al fresco cafes in the commercial
center next to the garden
A view outside the garden

















Playground for kids 







Playground for kids 
above 6 years old
A path through the garden<<
View to the garden from the ridge
Case Study Area Eight: Hunainiyah Park in Ria
Hunainiyah Park is located in Ria city 
where Non-Bahraini residents are 44%. 
The area is distinguished with a desert 
valley called Hunainiyah Valley and is 
considered an important natural indige-
nous feature in the landscape of Bahrain. 
This area of the case study is also consid-
ered a historical area with the 17th century 
renovated fort and old neighbourhoods. In 
the history, Hunainiyah had a famous well 
that was targeted by many people from all 
over the island seeking its fresh water. The 
park has been erected in the well location.
The park is visually accessible from the 
surrounding ridges. The fort is a landmark 
and also visually accessible from the whole 
valley and from the opposite sides of the 
valley’s edges. 
The fort also houses a Cafe, which over-
looks the Valley. 
The area is also provided with number of 
prepared land for playing football or crick-
et. 
The neighbourhood areas are used by kids 
to play, by boys to gather and by men who 
sit outside either in front of the houses, 
shops, mosques, and bus stop or even in 
the pedestrian side roads.
Location of the case study area
 
View from the ridge to the garden.   A long stair 
from the neighbourhood to the Hunainiyah Valley 
is provided for the pedestrians















The fort overlooking the park












































































































































































































































Figures	 5.2	 Morning	 times	 in	 parks	 and	 gardens	 are	 the	 less	 busy	












































































Figures	 5.5	 From	 the	 data,	 it	 appears	 that	 the	 concept	 of	 health	 and	 wellbeing	
influences	the	patterns	of	use	in	the	parks	and	gardens.	Walkers	and	 joggers	 in	the	






Figures	5.6	 It	 is	a	familiar	sight	to	see	visitors	 in	small	 and	 large	groups	 setting	out	







































women	and	 is	warm	in	winter	(a).	The	green	 ridge	 is	 a	
spatial	 choice	 for	a	 family	 during	 late	afternoon	 in	 the	





















































































Figures	 5.10	 Formal	 and	 informal	 events	 in	 parks	 and	 gardens:	 Discover	 Islam	
arranged	 by	 Muslim	 migrants	 in	 Bahrain	 in	 the	 parking	 area	 of	 Andalus	 (a);	
vending	 in	Hunainiyah	Park	arranged	by	mostly	Yemeni	women	(b-d);	a	formally	






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figures 6.5 Hawking and littering have been criticised by some 




























































Figures 6.6 One of the shared motivations for going to the parks and garden is for 









































































































































Figures 6.9 In the go-along ethnography the participant was 






















































































































































































































































































 Figures 6.11 The pictures show the spatial choices and affordances of the designed 






















Figures 6.12 A mother preparing her place for sitting (a), a family with picnic 
equipment walking to their picnic space (b), and a group of women moving to 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure	 8.7	 A	 notice	 board	 in	 a	
garden	 in	 two	 languages.	
Restricting	activities	could	also	be	a	
source	 of	 misrecognition	 of	
different	 cultural	 practices	 and	
values.	 There	 are	 display	 boards	
and	signs	 in	all	park	and	garden	 in	
Bahrain	 that	 include	 a	 list	 of	
restricted	 practices	 such	 as	
littering,	 playing	 football	 on	 the	
grass,	 cycling,	 walking	 dogs	 and	
reminding	 carers	 that	 children	 are	
their	 responsibility.	 Al-Ansari	
(2009)	 explains,	 “This	 set	 of	 rules	
could	 reflect	 what	 the	 ‘designers	
and	 managers‘	 of	 the	 park	 aimed	
for	 given	 that	 a	minimum	number	
of	 uses	 reduces	 conflict	 between	
the	users”	(p.236).	However,	some	
of	 these	 restricted	 activities	 are	
informally	 accommodated	 at	 the	
edges	of	the	parks	and	gardens;	for	
example,	biking,	playing	football	or	
barbequing,	 which	 at	 times	 raise	













































































































































































































































































































































Figure	 8.11	 A	 walking	 track	 in	
Andalus	 Garden.	 The	 municipality	
also	 has	 experience	 of	 educational	
promotions	 with	 regard	 to	 health	
awareness.	They	have	also	provided	
proper	 walking	 tracks	 with	
measured	distance	signs	in	different	
parks	 and	 gardens	 with	 messages	
concerning	 diabetes	 and	 obesity	 to	
help	promoting	healthy	activities	 in	
POS	 in	 Bahrain.	 Though	 on	 a	
different	 and	 more	 neutral	 theme,	
lessons	 and	 successes	 with	 regard	
to	 health	 promotion	 may	 be	
instrumental	 in	 tackling	 issues	 of	
childcare	 and	 littering,	 but	 it	 is	
important	 first	 to	 consider	 a	 wide	
range	 of	 perceptions	 and	 cultural	









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Nasser,	N.,	 (2004).	 From	multicultural	urbanities	 to	 the	postmodern	cosmopolis:	 a	praxis	 for	















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































10/8/2014	 10	am	-12:30	pm	 Sunday	 	 	 3	
9	
	
29/8/2014	 10	am	–		1	pm	 Friday	 WE	 	 	 	
2/9/2014	 10	am	–	1	pm	 Tuesday	 	 	 	 	
5/9/2014	 8	–	11	am	 Friday	 WE	 	 5	 	
11/10/2014	 5:30	–		6:30	am	 Saturday	 WE	 	 	 	





Thursday	 	 Muharram	preparing	 1	 	
24/10/2014	 9	–	10	am	 Friday	 WE	 Muharram	preparing	 	 Kareem	




























4/9/2014	 5:30	–		7:30	pm	 Thursday	 	 	 5	 	
11/9/2014	 10	am	–		12	midday	 Thursday	 	 	 3	 	
18/9/2014	 7:30	–		8:30	am	 Thursday	 	 	 1	 	
30/10/2014	 9:30	am	 Tuesday	 	 	 	 	










9/9/2014	 11	am	–		1	pm	 Tuesday	 	 	 	
7	
	
11/9/2014	 6	–	8	pm	 Thursday	 	 	 2	 	
12/9/2014	 8	-	10	pm	 Friday	 WE	 	 	 	
20/10/2014	 5:30	–		7:00	pm	 Monday	 	 	 4	 	
30/10/2014	 10	–	11	am	 Thursday	 	 	 	 	
		338	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	





Sunday	 	 	 1	 	


















23/7/2014	 6pm	 Wednesday	 	 Ramadan	Iftar	time	 	 	
8/8/2014	 9	–	10	pm	 Friday	 WE	 	 2	 	
9/8/2014	 6	–	8	pm	 Saturday	 WE	 	 6	 	
20/8/2014	 2:30	-	4:30	pm	 Wednesday	 	 	 	 	
20/8/2014	 6-8:30	pm	 Wednesday	 	 	 4	 	
21/8/2014	 2:30-4:30	pm	 Thursday	 	 	 1	 	
12/9/2014	 7	–	8	am	 Friday	 WE	 	 	 	
19/9/2014	 5	pm	 Friday	 WE	 	 1	 	
18/10/2014	 9	-	10	pm	 Saturday	 WE	 	 	 	





Wednesday	 	 	 	 Hala		
30/11/2014	 10	pm	 Sunday	 	 	 	 	





































10/10/2014	 2:15	–		3:15	pm	 Friday	 WE	 	 	 	
12/10/2014	 10	am	-	12	midday	 Sunday	 	 	 	 	
13/10/2014	 4	-	6	pm	 Monday	 	 	 4	 	
14/10/2014	 7	-	8	am	 Tuesday	 	 	 	 	
		 339	
		 18/10/2014	 3:30	-	4:30	pm	 Saturday	 WE	 	 3	 	
20/10/2014	 10	-	11	pm	 Monday	 	 	 	
Rahman	
	
27/10/2014	 7:30	–		8:30	am	 Monday	 	 	 	 	
27/10/2014	 4:30	–		6:30	pm	 Monday	 	 	 2	 	
30/10/2014	 7	–	9	pm	 Thursday	 	 	 	 	
2/11/2014	 9:30	am	 Sunday	 	 Holiday	Muharaam	 	 	
6/11/2014	 5	–	6	pm	 Thursday	 	 	 1	 	

















Sunday	 	 Holiday	Muharaam	 1	
Samar	
	
5/11/2014	 2:30	pm	 Wednesday	 	 	 	 	
6/11/2014	 8	am	–		12	midday	 Thursday	 	 	 4	 	
7/11/2014	 9	–	11	am	 Friday	 WE	 	 	 	















5/12/2014	 4	–	5	pm	 Friday	 WE	 	 4	 	





















30/12/2014	 8	-	9	pm	 Tues	 	 	 2	
6	
	
2/1/2015	 10	-	11	pm	 Friday	 WE	 New	year	 	 	
3/1/2015	 1	-	2	pm	 Sat	 WE	 	 1	 	
























[SI02]	 In	 Khalifa	 Garden	 -	 Syrian	 woman	 -	 Mother	 -	 Age	 26/35	 -	 11	 and	 19	 years	 in	 Bahrain	 -	
Housewife	-	Live	 in	East	Riffa	–	Having	a	gathering	and	picnic	 in	the	middle	of	the	 lawn,	near	the	
foot	pathway,	with	a	group	of	five	Syrian	ladies,	sitting	in	a	circle	with	children	around	them	going	
and	coming	from	the	playground	-	8/8/14	Friday	9:30pm	-	Language:	Arabic	
[SI03]	 In	Khalifa	Garden	-	Yemini	woman	-	Mother	 -	Age	26/35	-	9	years	 in	Bahrain	-	Housewife	 -	
Live	 in	 East	 Riffa	 –	 Sitting	 with	 her	 children	 on	 the	 lawn	 in	 front	 of	 the	 playground	 -	 9/8/2014	
6:00pm	Saturday	-	Language:	Arabic	
[SI04]	In	Khalifa	Garden	-	Pakistani	woman	-	Mother	-	Age	26/35	-	7	months	in	Bahrain	-	Housewife	
-	 Lives	 in	 East	Riffa	–	 In	 the	picnic	 area	near	 football,	 playground	and	pathway-	9/8/14	Saturday	
6:10pm	-	Language:	English	
	[SI05]	 In	 Khalifa	 garden	 -	 Mother	 -	 Palestinian	 origin	 -	 Born	 in	 Bahrain	 -	 Age	 36/45	 -	 Family	
Physician	-	Live	in	Riffa	–	Walking	exercise	with	her	son	in	the	provided	walkway	-	9/8/2014	6:30pm	
Saturday	-	Language:	Arabic	








Sitting	 in	 the	 atrium	 in	 one	 of	 the	 cafés	 drinking	 juice	 looking	 at	 the	 mobile	 -	 10/8/14	 Sunday	
11:00am		














[SI15]	 In	Khalifa	garden	 -	Bahraini	mother	 -	Age	26/35	 -	Born	 in	Bahrain	 -	Multimedia	 specialist	 -	
Live	 in	 Saar	 -	 in	 the	 playground	 with	 her	 daughters	 and	 housemaid	 -	 20/8/32014	 8:00	 pm	
Wednesday	-	Language:	Arabic	
[SI16]	 In	 Khalifa	 garden	 -	 Bahraini	 Father	 -	 Age	 26/35	 -	 Lives	 in	 Riffa	 -	 I	met	 him	 near	 the	 gate,	
coming	for	his	children	to	play	-	21/08/2014	Wednesday		
	[SI17]	 In	 Salmaneia	 Garden	 -	 Indian	 mother	 -	 Age	 26/35	 -	 5.5	 years	 in	 Bahrain	 -	 Nurse	 in	 a	












[SI21]	 In	Andalus	garden	 -	 Indian	Woman	 -	Age	26/	35	 -	Housewife	 -	 Sitting	with	a	 friend	on	 the	
bench	in	the	shaded	area	looking	toward	the	lawn	side	and	the	football	court,	just	finished	jogging	-	
4/9/14	Thursday	6:30pm	-	Language:	English	
[SI22]	 In	Andalus	garden	-	 Indianan	father	 -	Age	56/65	 -	37	years	 in	Bahrain	 -	hotel	management	
and	administration	-	Lives	in	Manama	-	just	finish	walking	exercise	-	4/9/2014	-	6:40	pm	Thursday	-	
Language:	English	








-	 Lives	 in	 Muharraq	 -	 waiting	 for	 friends	 in	 front	 of	 Yateem	 Commercial	 Centre	 -5/9/14	 Friday	
9:50am	Language:	English	













[SI33]	 In	Block	338	 -	Bahraini	 father	 -	Age	26/35	 -	Works	 in	 the	Ministry	of	 Interior	 -	 Live	 in	Ras	




[SI35]	 In	 Khalifa	Garden	 -	 Bahraini	man	 -	 Age	 20/25	 -	 student	 -	 lives	 in	 Riffa,	 19/09/2014	 Friday	
5:00pm	-	in	Al	fresco	café	next	to	the	Garden	
[SI36]	 In	 Hunainiyah	 Park	 -	 two	 men	 -	 Arab	 origin	 -	 Age	 36/45	 -	 27	 and	 19	 years	 in	 Bahrain	 -	
employee	in	the	government	-	Live	in	East	Riffa	-	Sitting	on	a	bench	watching	their	children	playing	
-	13/10/2014	5pm	Monday	-	Language:	Arabic	
























Adlyia	 (the	 same	area	of	338)	 -	 Standing	outside	 in	 the	pedestrianized	 street	with	his	 friend	and	
chatting	20/10/2014	6:20pm	Monday	-	Language:	English	
[SI46]	 In	 Block	 338	 -	 Bangladeshi	men	 Age	 20s/30s	 -	 4/3	 years	 in	 Bahrain	 -	Works	 in	 hotel	 and	
apartment	 -	 Standing	outside	with	 friend	 chatting	and	 taking	pictures	 in	 the	 street	 -	 20/10/2014	
6:40	pm	Monday	-	Language:	English	

















	[SI54]	 In	Amwaj	 lagoon	 -	Saudi	male	 -	Age	26	/35	 -	Engineer	 -	 Live	 in	Saudi	 -	walking	beside	 the	
lagoon	with	two	Filipinos	girls	-	31/10/2014	-	6:10pm	-	Friday	-	Language:	Arabic	
[SI55]	 In	 Amwaj	 –	 Bahraini	 woman	 -	 Age	 26/45	 -	 physician	 -	 Lives	 in	 Manama	 –	 Walking	 with	
another	woman	and	their	husbands	and	children	-	31/10/2014	Friday	6:30pm	








of	 the	 coffee	 shops	 looking	 towards	 the	 pathway	 and	 the	 lagoon	 and	 they	 come	 by	 walking	 -	
6/11/14	Thursday	11:15am	-	Language:	English	
[SI59]	 In	Amwaj	 lagoon	 -	Bulgarian	 father	 -	Age	46/55	 -	 in	Bahrain	 since	1998	 -	 Supervisor	 in	big	

















































[SI79]	 In	Muharraq	 site	 -	 Jordanian	 father	 -	 Age	 36/45	 -	 15	 years	 in	 Bahrain	 -	 Teacher	 -	 Live	 in	
Muharraq	 -	 Passing	 by	 in	 the	 alley	 in	 Muharraq	 site	 -	 30/12/2014	 8:45pm	 Sunday	 -	 Language:	
Arabic	
[SI80]	 In	Muharraq	site	-	Bahraini	 -	Age	18/25	-	Born	 in	Bahrain	-	Lives	 in	Muharraq	-	playing	ball	
softly	and	quietly	with	his	little	brothers	in	the	alley	in	front	of	house	-	3/1/2015	1:15pm	Saturday	-	
Language:	Arabic	
[SI81]	 In	Muharraq	 site	 -	Bahraini	mother	 -	Age	46/55	 -	Housewife	 -	 Lives	 in	 the	area	of	 the	 site	





[SI83]	 In	Muharraq	 site	 -	 Bahraini	 young	man	 -	 Age	 18	 -	 25	 -	 Born	 in	 Bahrain	 -	 Yemeni	 origin	 –	
Student	 -	 walking	 through	 the	 open	 space	 -	 Lives	 in	 Muharraq	 -	 8/1/2015	 11:30am	 Sunday	 -	
Language:	Arabic	
[SI84]	 In	 Arad	 Bay	 Pak	 -	 Jordanian	mother	 -	 Age	 36	 -	 45	 -	 6	 years	 in	 Bahrain	 -	 Her	 Husband	 is	
Bahraini	 -	Housewife	-	Lives	 in	Busaiteen	-	Picnicking	 in	the	 lawn	area	with	her	 little	daughters	 in	
Arad	Bay	Pak	-	5/5/2015	4:30pm	-	Tuesday	-	Language:	Arabic	
[SI85lp]	In	Amwaj	-	Italian	interviewee	-	Age	46/55	-	20	years	in	Bahrain	-	Lives	in	Amwaj	-	Sitting	in	






Go-along Interview: Guideline Questions 
 
Public	Open	Spaces	in	Bahrain:	Social	Uses	and	Values	
(Topics	covered	in	the	go-along	interview)	
	
In	the	way	
Do	you	come	to	this	space	from	your	house	or	work?	
How	long	it	takes	you	to	come	here?	
Do	you	come	by	car	or	walk?	
In	your	way	to	the	space	what	happens?	What	do	you	see?	Who	do	you	see?	
What	difficulties	do	you	face	to	come	here?	
	
In	the	space	(stories,	activities,	like	or	don’t	like,	memories)	
How	often	you	come	here?		
When	you	usually	come	and	at	what	time?	(Seasons,	days,	times,	occasions)	
Usually	how	long	you	stay?	
	
What	do	you	see	in	the	space?	
What	usually	happens?	
Who	do	you	see?	(Families,	individuals,	groups,	young,	old,	nationalities,	gender)	
What	do	they	do?	
You	opinion	about	what	you	see	and	what	happens?	
	
What	you	usually	do	come	here?		
With	whom	do	you	come?	
	
How	the	space	is	used	at	different	times?	
	
Do	you	like	this	place?	Why?	What	do	you	like?	
What	don’t	you	like	about	the	space?	
	
How	do	you	feel	in	the	space?	
What	is	the	best	part	for	you?	(The	most	closest	part)	Why?	
How	your	children	use	of	the	space	is	similar	or	different	than	your	child	hood?	How	the	
open	spaces	now	in	Bahrain	is	similar	or	different	than	your	childhood?	
Any	certain	memories	about	this	space	or	any	other?	
	
If	you	want	to	change	something	in	the	space,	what	you	change?	
	
Social	role	
Do	you	expect	to	see	someone	you	know	or	someone	you	have	seen	before	in	the	space?	
Does	the	park	have	a	social	role?	Can	you	explain?	
What	social	interaction	happens	between	people?		
What	conflicts	happens	in	the	space?	
	
Do	you	see	people	from	different	origins	in	the	space?		
Who	is	more	often	using	the	space?	(Nationality	or	origin-	men	or	women	–	age	groups)	
How	does	this	shape	social	interactions	and	functions?	(Positive	or	negative)	
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Other	spaces	
Where	other	open	spaces	does	people	usually	use?	Why	and	when?	
	
Do	you	know	the	following	spaces:	and	what	do	you	think	about?	
Bab	Al	Bahrain	area	and	souq	
Block	338	in	Adleiyah	
Khalifa	Garden	in	Riffa	
Salmaneia	and	Andalus	Gardens	
Dohat	Arad	
Amwaj	lagoon	
Hunainiyah	Area	fort	and	park	
Old	Muharraq	
	
Demographic	and	Personal	information	
Age	category:	 	
Do	you	have	kids?		
Do	you	work?	If	yes,	what	do	you	work?		
Are	you	student?	If	yes,	what	do	you	study?	
In	which	area	in	Bahrain	do	you	live?		
Country	of	born:	
How	long	have	you	been	in	Bahrain?		
Nationality?	
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Appendix	Six	
	
List	of	the	Go-along	Interviews	[GA]:	Field	Notes		
[GA01]	In	Khalifa	Garden	context	-	Indian	woman	-	Single	mother	-	Worker	-	Age	30s	-	16	years	
in	Bahrain	-	Lives	in	West	Riffa	-	27/5/2014	-	5:00pm	-	Tuesday	-	Language:	English	
[GA02]	In	Bab	Al	-	Bahrain	Area	-	Indian	Woman	-	Single	mother	-	Worker	-	Age	30s	-	16	years	
in	Bahrain	-	Lives	in	West	Riffa	-	15/10/2014	-	9:00am	-	Wednesday	-	Language:	English	
[GA03]	In	Hunainiyah	context	-	Bahraini	man	-	Student	-	Age	20s	-	Lives	in	Riffa	-	20/10/2014	-	
10:00	pm	-	Monday	-	Language:	Arabic	
[GA04]	In	Bab	al	Bahrain	Area	-	Bahraini	man	-	Father	-	Employer	in	Private	Company	-	Age	50s	
-	Lives	in	Riffa	-	24/10/2014	-	9:00	am	-	Friday	-	Language:	Arabic	
[GA05]	In	Bab	al	Bahrain	Area	-	Indian	man	-	Working	in	an	office	-	Age	20s	-	2.5	years	in	
Bahrain	-	Lives	in	Riffa	-	24/10/2014	-	10:00	pm	-	Friday	-	Language:	English	
[GA06]	In	Amwaj	-	Bahraini	women	-	student	-	Age	20s	-	Lives	in	Amwaj	-	2/11/2014	-	9:00pm	-	
Sunday	-	Formal	Holiday	-	Language:	Arabic	
[GA07]	In	Hunainiyah	Park	-	Balochi	man	-	Father	-	Worker	-	Age	40s	-	10	years	in	Bahraini	-	
Lives	in	east	Riffa	-	10/11/2014	-	9:00am	-	Monday	-	Language:	Arabic	(not	affluent)	
[GA08]	In	Arad	Bay	Park	-	Syrian	Woman	-	Mother	-	Housewife	-	Age	28	-	4years	in	Bahrain	-	
Lives	in	Busaiteen	(Muharraq)	-	11/11/2014	-	9:00am	-	Sunday	-	Language:	Arabic	
[GA09a]	In	Arad	Bay	Park	-	Indonesian	Woman	-	Air	hostess	-	Age	30s	-	7	years	in	Bahraini	-	
Lives	in	Manama	(Jufair)	-	11/11/2014	-	Sunday	-	9:30am	-	Language:	English	
[GA09b]	In	Arad	Bay	Park	-	Malaysian	man	-	Chef	on	board	-	Age	40s	-	7	years	in	Bahraini	-	
11/11/2014	-	Lives	in	Manama	-	Sunday	-	9:30am	-	Language:	English	
[GA10]	In	Khalifa	Garden	context	-	Palestinian/Syrian	Woman	-	Mother	-	Teacher	-	Age	30s	-	12	
years	in	Bahrain	-	Lives	in	Riffa	-	26/11/2014	-	9:00am	-	Wednesday	-	Language:	Arabic	
[GA11]	In	Khalifa	Garden	-	Bahraini	man	-	Father	-	Physician	-	Age	30s	-	Lives	in	Riffa	-	
30/11/2014	-	5:30pm	-	Sunday	-	Language:	Arabic	
[GA12]	In	Khalifa	Garden	-	Two	Syrian	sisters	-	Mothers	-	Housewife	and	illiterate	-	Age	30s	-	20	
years	in	Bahrain	-	Live	in	East	Riffa	-	4/12/2014	-	7:00	pm	-	Thursday	-	Language:	Arabic	
[GA13]	In	Andalus	Garden	-	Four	Bahrainis	young	women	friends	-	employees	-	Age	20s	-	Live	
in	Manama	-	5/12/2014	-	5:30pm	-	Friday	-	Language:	Arabic		
